Mucosal Biopsy After Bone Marrow Transplantation.
Gastrointestinal mucosal biopsies in the hematopoietic stem cell transplantation setting are challenging because histologic features of graft-versus-host disease (GVHD), which is treated by increasing immunosuppression, overlap with those of other conditions, such as infection, which can get worse with GVHD treatment. More than one condition can occur at the same time. It is important to understand the histologic features of GVHD, drug toxicity, infection, and clinical factors surrounding patients, including timing of biopsy in relation to transplantation, medication history, and laboratory data. Rendering a correct diagnosis and generating a pathology report with standard language that can direct clinical management ensure proper management.